LAWS AND CUSTOM IN THE MANAGEMENT OF NATUREAL RESOURCES:
COMPARATIVE CASE STUDIES OF THE KAREN IN MAE WANG DISTRICT
AND THE COMMUNITY FORESTS MANAGEMANT OF CHIANG DAO
DISTRICT, CHIANG MAI PROVINCE

Boochoo Na Pomphet'

This project compares Case Studies of the Karen in Mae Wang District and the
Community Forests Management of Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province. The
results of this study are taken into account when making suggestions for the
improvement of legal community right affirmation in Thailand. In foreign countries,
the community right had been legalized in both international and domestic laws, and
also in court judgments. This legalization system played important roles in the
affirmation of community right based on norms and traditions of the community. In
Thailand, although the constitution B.E. 2540 and B.E. 2550 stated the affirmation of
community right, there were no laws issued to confirm the right. The court
judgments according to the written laws and other considerations of technical
problems did not involve community rights at all. These practices caused the
problems of community right affirmation in Thailand which cannot be further
developed. Therefore, the affirmation of community right in Thailand must be
processed under some extended laws. They must not be too restricted by written
laws and technical problems. This project is an example of Laws and Custom in the
Management of Natural Resources that will help support the legal community right
affirmation and provoke thoughts or concepts for the further development of the
issue.
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